Discovery Channel series “Battle Zone” to tell the story of Dave Larsen

Showing expected in March

The story will about Dave Larsen GMG3 River Division 593 and the battle on August 2 1969 in which he
was awarded the Navy Cross. The show will include the story of PBR’s on patrol and is scheduled for
March 2007.

Hawy Crons
Navy Cross Recipient - GMG3 David R. Larsen I -

Citation: For extraordinary heroism on 2 August 1969 while serving with
friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict against North Viethamese
and Viet Cong communist aggressor forces in the Republic of Vietham.

GMG3 Larsen was serving as a gunner’s mater mate aboard PBR 775 which
was part of a two-boat night waterborne guard post stationed on the upper
Saigon River. Operating in conjunction with the patrol, a six-man ambush team,
which was providing bank security for the guard post, engaged four enemy
soldiers who were part of an estimated 35 to 50-man force that returned the
contact with accurate rocker fire, killing or critically wounding all but one
member of the six-man ambush team. One man from the team managed to
call for the PBR crewmen’s help. Armed with a machine gun and several
ammunition belts, GMG3 Larsen hastened to the assistance of the ambush team. As he led his small force
ashore, he saw three enemy soldiers about to overrun the friendly position. He immediately rushed toward
them, firing his machine gun, and single-handedly tu rned back the enemy assault, killing at least one of the
enemy. GMG3 Larsen then maintained a one-man perimeter defensive position and, although under continuous
enemy fire, succeeded in discouraging further enemy attacks until additional help arrived. Later, armed with
three different weapons, GMG3 Larsen was the first man to take his post on the perimeter established to
provide security for the medical evacuation helicopter. By his extremely courageous one-man assault in the
face of direct enemy fire, GMG3 Larsen was responsible for saving the lives of three fellow servicemen, and
for protecting his shipmates as they administered aid to the wounded. His valiant and inspiring efforts reflect
the highest credit upon himself and the United States Naval Service.

The 24th of October Reception and Wake

| call it a reception and wake because of the many men present that could not be part of the filming and
those that could were present — but when would a sailor miss a party where they can tell sea stories.

The production Crew with Larry and Tom in the back ground




XO NS Everett with Carl talking of the Vietham war

-

Dave Larsen cutting the cake in his honor
with a Navy Cross and 593 patch in the
frosting as his proud parents stand by. All of
the wine bottles on the table also had Navy
Crosses on them.

“The Re-Enactment occurred
on 25 and 26 October 2006 in
Everett, WA. It honors Navy
Cross winner Dave Larsen and
several Bronze Star winners:
Carl Fletcher, TM1 Walt
Thomas, EN2 Charlie Vance,
GMG3 Hayes Dunn, EN3 Bob
Tipton, SN Terry Shorts, FN
Phillips and one PFC Jesse
James, US Army during the
same action from River Division
593. Patrol Officers were BMC
Carl Fletcher, QMC Howard
Johnson, and SMC Bob
Monzingo. The Discovery TV
Show is scheduled to be shown
in March 2007.”

Banner in the back ground.

Tom Restemayer with his Black
Beret next to the PBR beer in the
tub. You can also see BM1A. Billy
Rat and our Pabst Blue Ribbon



Dale at the table with some of our lady guests
many others are in the back ground. we had
approximately 50 guests most were from River
Division 593

The youngest women at the reception our own
Ensign Andrea Istre

L to R with ranksin 1969 and medal award on 2 august 1969 if

any: BMC Carl Fletcher (Bronze Star), TM1 Walt Thomas
(Bronze Star), MT1 Scott Rhodes, EN2 Jim Davy, LT Larry
Bissonnette, GMG3 Dave Larsen (Navy Cross), GMG3 Hayes
Dunn (Bronze Star), SN Donald Dennis (River Section 531), EN2
Charlie Vance (Bronze Star). All others are River Division 993
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| Battlehardened Vietnam Veteransand BattIeRe-mactorsmeetforaplcture i

P.S. the \eterans are the old guys
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When you read the story on the next page, keep in mind that we had FULL SUPPORT from the local navy
CHINFO was the “Navy” that withdrew the support for use of navy re-enactors.

We must thank the USS Ford, NS Everett, USS Lincoln for their support of our group even though they could not
be in the re-enactment. Most importantly IBU Eleven for providing their tuck to move the PBR.
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! Tom Moffatt on his boat has a conference with Dale Dufffield captain of the boat on his stern before
leaving for the Slough. Tom Restemayer in his Black Beret waits to get underway
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QMC Glenn Hoffman from
IBU 11 an enginemen (His
other Job) in the hole and
Tom Moore a civilian
engineer working to make
our boat well.

Al Johnson, GMG2 River Division 593, Mike Perin, SK2 NSA Binh Thuy, Walt Thomas, TM1 River
Division 593, CDR Taylor, CO of the USS Ford. The PBR was at the reception so that all the old PBR

sailors could go aboard and reminisce.
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Walt Thomas, Al DeRoco, former CO River Division 59 co
and Larry Bissonnette watching the Re-enactment.

Here is the PBR in the dark. Being out in the dark with the PBR bought back a lot of memories. |
am also glad there were no spot lights at our ambush sites in Vietham. The people you see near
the PBR are on a small police boat next to the PBR

Does it look a little scary and surreal “Normal”? It's a good thing none of the people in the
foreground had weapons.
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there was only one Walt in Vietnam so Shawn had to watch.
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s The PBR at Dagmar Landing afterthe re-enaction on the bow are Heinz Hickethier, John Woody
and Ralph Christopher.
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Vietnam comes alive on river

Fasys Famey i}
Actors wall for thelr scenes in the Discovery Channel's “Battle Zone™ documentary during flming early Thursdey near the sloughs around Ebey |sland,

Snohomish River plays role in documentanry

FILMING AREA
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A1 Fridsy, Ootober 27, 2008 Herald

River: Navy pu]ls out of film
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Larsen. from Pamons, Kan
and Tipvon, of lacksonsille, Fa.,
e nbout twe dogen river pa-
trml haat veteris fram Vistnam
10 Witness e Tagang,

The Snahamish River sloughs
wiee picked Bne |h:-4.tu-|.|nu-uuu}}-
because local vetenuia, who at:
fecticianely call thermashes rver
rats, restoned ome of e few shod-
bovwt-wniter i bones Diesigrubed
PR for “patrol haat, river,” the lo-
cal bont was tsed for the docu
imeritan

Thie Sarlmwest veloersmns g,
called Camewandens NW, s
tesnided by Heinz Hickethios who
lives ticar Brernectn. He hins
wenriond thie st ten meomths oset
up logistics for the production
company and the PER-vwiemn
visklo.

“It miemns a kot (o us” Hicke-
thier said. “We'd lile to spe 8 trss
story tald about PRR sailors”

That doesnt mean ihe produoe-
than veene alf withoan a hdich,

First, the Snohomish County
Coumneddl hed 1o change mguls-
thems that probibit shomting in the
ares. For documenfaries, bianks
can he wsed 1o poviry the fine-
fllnt seemes,

Me com theught [t had
[ulla.'mpurumnhhzmw.pm-
dcer Arthur Matoeo anlkd The
redtoned PRH wae podng to be

acs Fartz / ¥l Heraid
lerams lackson, who porirays
sadior Bob Tipton in tho doce

mantary, ecjoys a break b fim
Ing sarly Thursday.

Ny ey W1 NWE li]l'lu'l"ﬁ'hl wrd prhier Clarmrsrandens solinseers st il boat

7 Trm ok

s fher nheare far plali &

HEman smas

The 31-foat rver  patrol
hoats w11||J1 i ﬂmﬂmmhml}:
weere o il sty
s tunI'H.L:rqh Vietnom for
llﬂliliﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁlﬂwm
oo
W They wene P'HH of, "pa-
ol b, river” by tha Mavy.

B They were el boats capalde
of gremt manenverability and
coiild opérate in shallow wales,
B The squadroms sttrmcied
e Ehiir 4,200 volumieems fop
the four-person vessels; which
were prmed with - mochine
s anid soimetines moftars
B Theme e estimstes thal
nearly a thind of the volunieens
went wounded or killed, ac-
mording to PEE vwiomn Tom

usnd by the actom and theacons
wome to be members of an
Everett-based irgute, the 155
Ford.

Bt a Department of Defense

piay bxwem Geapy
e oot bt

Vietnam War jet boats
offered maneuverability

g il re-rnasiory could wm

Hestrmayer - of  Dmowood.
Hestermayer is one of 30 mem-
hers of Gamewariens NW, the
Morthest fhoay oof sur-
vivors of the river war

B The organieation refur-
bished a Mk 1] version of the
PRI a5 a memordal 1o those
wha served on the vessels

B The refurbished boat, wiich
was mdle n Bellingham, was
used this week In @ re-enact-
iaenl i thi Shaharmlsl Hiver
slotghs of & bartde than will b
featured in @ seres of docu-
FrIEnEn s i war il

W T Driscervery Chumme] dioc-
umurmwmm “Battle Zone,®
] bt stiard i Januiary
The episode flmed in the Sno-
homish River sloughs should
adr in Mok

regudntion prevented the use of
dctive duty persannel and Masy
eqiiganent foom being used In
documeniaries.

Matum, from Morth Point

Productions, switched jears
ﬂulr:.'dy i hired actors to play

v parts of Larsen, Tipton and
aumerous others nenived - in
thse Mrefight.

Murum sall be nends o
make do “through smoke and
mirrors and edifng "

The lnst glitch wais & lonsg deloy
i the wrrivel of the PER boar,
which was being 1owed 1o the
aroduction die opposiie Oter [s-
LII'I.I.I wftier ifn e Tafled, The
besanl. wais aboul four heous bnle
when tht boal towing it missed
a wm I the wincy sloughs
..-|n|.1 wound  up  almost in

lle Shooting the fist
Tli!;hl iy stog untl aboul 4
a.m. Thiiruday,

The hiches mrned out io be
an “ermotional upheivil,” Matimo
saml

No  poduction  probléms
dampened the spirtts of the Vie)-
e vels, hiweser

They thered an the river-
bank, pir sondwiches ond
wniched the fiiming laie inio the
night,

Larson, recalling that night m
1968, said he just hippened (o be
in & place whem he could do
somee good, and many others e
ally should share a part of lis
Sy Crosa,

Besldes Lamen’s My Crosa
elght of them eamed Broose
Stars that ndght, and may came
1o wnich the re-enaciment.

Tipton was on & boat not far
frarm Lapseri

"We heanl the rmocket and
heard o cry for hekp an) the m
oo, Tipion ssid.

Flie n{ull grahbed ahmflr.uhlur
;J.Inwi: prlirggied irle b faliage

ot betweon the bodies
und I'u:ll.'u ancl kepd them
awy, har said. Hey Larsen ancd
others hoke the miles by leaving
the boat.

“Fules dont mean a damp
thing.” Tipton said. “Evervbody
kil tvhaat Chery e re trdnsed o do
It juest camio natiirnl ™

Repaorier im Hialy: 425-339-
J47 or hunley @ Femidre. cone



